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Although claims 47-50 and 61 are directed to a diagnostic method 
practised on the human/animal body, the search has been carried out and 
based on the alleged effects of the compound/composition. 
Although claims 51-54 are directed to a method of treatment of the 
human/animal body, the search has been carried out and based on the 
alleged effects of the compound/composition. 
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Claims Nos.: 47-54,61 

Claims 47-50,61: 

Rule 39.1(iv) PCT - Diagnostic method practised on the human or animal 
body 

Claims 51-54: 

Rule 39.1(iv) PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by 
therapy 
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Claims Nos.: 30-33,51,63, 67 (all completely) 



Claims 30-33, 51, 63 and 67 relate to a STOP-1 antagonist and the use 
thereof, respectively. It cannot be determined which compounds fall 
under the definition of a STOP-1 antagonist. Although claims 30, 31 and 
63 define the binding sit of the said antagonist, the compound is not 
defined in structural terms. As the said antagonist is not defined, the 
subject-matter of the said claims is also not defined and a meaningful 
search of these claims insofar as they relate to said antagonist is not 
possible (Art. 6 PCT). 

Moreover, claim 33 refers to a "stromal targeting agent" which is not 
clear, thereby further rendering a meaningful search of the scope of 
said claim impossible (Art. 6 PCT). 

Consequently, claims 30-33, 51, 63 and 67 have not been searched. 



The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
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claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome. 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. claims: 1-22,34,37,38,47-50,61 (all completely); 27-29, 36, 
40-43, 52-54 (all partially) 

A monoclonal antibody (mAb) that specifically binds to an 
oligomeric form of human ST0P-1; a mAb that specifically 
binds to amino adds 33-52 or 33-53 of human STOP-1; a mAb 
that specifically binds to amino acids 94-243 of human 
ST0P-1; a mAb comprising the three amino acid sequences 
defined in any of claims 5, 9 and 10; a mAb comprising the 
amino acid sequence of the heavy chain of any of Fig. 27-31 
or 34; a mAb having the biological characteristics of a mAb 
selected from S4, S7, S9, S16, F5 and 6B12; a mAb that 
specifically binds to ST0P-1, wherein the binding of the mAb 
can be inhibited by a second mAb selected from S4, S7, S9, 
S16, F5 and 6B12; a mAb that specifically binds to STOP-1, 
wherein the mAb comprises the light and heavy chain 
sequences of any S4, S7, S9, S16, F5 and 6B12; a nucleic 
acid molecule encoding any of said mAbs; a vector comprising 
said nucleic acid molecule; a host cell comprising said 
nucleic acid molecule; a composition comprising one of said 
mAbs; a composition comprising the said nucleic acid 
molecule; a method for producing any of said mAbs using the 
said nucleic acid; a method for diagnosing or monitoring a 
tumour of a patient; a method of inhibiting the growth of a 
tumour that overexpresses STOP-1 comprising administering to 
a patient the said mAb composition; a method for determining 
the presence of a STOP-1 polypeptide in a sample 



2. claims: 23, 24, 55-57 (all completely); 27-29, 35, 36, 39-43, 
52-54, 62 (all partially) 

A STOP-1 polypeptide variant comprising a STOP-1 polypeptide 
that cannot be secreted; a nucleic acid encoding the said 
polypeptide; a vector comprising the said nucleic acid; a 
host cell comprising the said nucleic acid; a composition 
comprising said polypeptide; a composition comprising said 
nucleic acid; a method of producing a STOP-1 polypeptide 
using the said nucleic acid; a method of inhibiting the 
growth of a tumour that overexpresses STOP-1 comprising 
administering to a patient the said composition; a method of 
inhibiting the growth of a cell that overexpresses STOP-1 
comprising the step of inhibiting the secretion of STOP-1 
from the cell; an article of manufacture comprising a 
modified STOP-1 polypeptide or a STOP-1 polypeptide variant 



3. claims: 25, 26, 58 (all completely); 27-29, 35, 36, 39-43, 
52-54, 62 (all partially) 
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A ST0P-1 polypeptide variant that cannot disulfide bind with 
another ST0P-1; a nucleic acid encoding the said 
polypeptide; a vector comprising the said nucleic acid; a 
host cell comprising the said nucleic acid; a composition 
comprising said polypeptide; a composition comprising said 
nucleic acid; a method of producing a ST0P-1 polypeptide 
using the said nucleic acid; a method for preventing 
disulfide binding between ST0P-1 molecules; a method of 
inhibiting the growth of a tumour that overexpresses ST0P-1 
comprising administering to a patient the said composition; 
an article of manufacture comprising a modified ST0P-1 
polypeptide or a ST0P-1 polypeptide variant 



4. claims: 44-46 (all completely) 

A method for producing a ST0P-1 polypeptide using a 
mammalian cell that is deficient in proteoglycan synthesis 



5. claims: 59, 60 (all completely) 

A method for cleaving ST0P-1 comprising the step of 
incubating ST0P-1 with a protease 



6. claims: 64-66 (all completely) 

A method of inducing cell migration in vitro comprising the 
administration of a STOP-1 polypeptide; a method of testing 
the activity of a candidate antagonist or agonist of STOP-1 
on cell migration 



7. claims: 68-82 (all completely) 

A composition comprising an immunoadhesin that comprises a 
STOP-1 polypeptide and an Fc portion of an antibody; a 
composition comprising a molecule that potentiates the 
binding of a STOP-1 polypeptide to a cell surface; an 
article of manufacture comprising said STOP-1 potentiator or 
said immunoadhesin; a method of inducing angiogenesis using 
said STOP-1 potentiator or said immunoadhesin; a method for 
evaluating/identifying compounds affecting the binding of 
STOP-1 to cells. 



